
Tesla Cars Are The Most Defective Cars In The World Say Drivers

A Tesla owner is blaming his vehicle's Full Self-Driving feature for veering toward an oncoming train 
before he could intervene.

Craig Doty II, from Ohio, was driving down a road at night earlier this month when dashcam footage 
showed his Tesla quickly approaching a passing train with no sign of slowing down.

He claimed his vehicle was in Full Self-Driving (FSD) mode at the time and didn't slow down despite 
the train crossing the road - but did not specify the make or model of the car.

In the video, the driver appears to have been forced to intervene by veering right through the railway 
crossing sign and coming to a stop mere feet from the moving train.

Tesla has faced numerous lawsuits from owners who claimed the FSD or Autopilot feature caused them 
to crash because it didn't stop for another vehicle or swerved into an object, in some cases claiming the 
lives of drivers involved.

 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/tesla/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-13288059/Tesla-Autopilot-crash-california-settlement.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12461909/Tesla-hands-free-autopilot-deaths-investigation.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/ohio/index.html


The Tesla driver claimed his vehicle was in Full Self-Driving (FSD) mode but didn't slow down as it 
approached a train crossing the road. In the video, the driver was allegedly forced to swerve off the 
road to avoid colliding with the train Pictured: The Tesla vehicle after the near-collision

TRENDING
 

As of April 2024, Tesla models Y, X, S and 3 Autopilot systems were involved in a total of 17 fatalities 
and 736 crashes since 2019, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA). 

Doty reported the issue on the Tesla Motors Club website, saying he has owned the car for less than a 
year but 'within the last six months, it has twice attempted to drive directly into a passing train while in 
FSD mode.'

He had reportedly tried to report the incident and find similar cases to his, but hasn't found a lawyer 
that would accept his case because he didn't suffer significant injuries - only backaches and a bruise, 
Doty said.

DailyMail.com has reached out to Tesla and Doty for comment.

Tesla cautions drivers against using the FSD system in low light or poor weather conditions like rain, 
snow, direct sunlight and fog which can 'significantly degrade performance.'

This is because the conditions interfere with the Tesla's sensor operation which includes ultrasonic 
sensors that use high-frequency sound waves to bounce off nearby objects.

It also uses radar systems that produce low light frequencies to determine if there is a car nearby and 
360-degree cameras.

These systems collectively gather data about the surrounding area including the road conditions, 
traffics and nearby objects, but in low visibility, the systems aren't able to accurately detect the 
conditions around them.

https://www.tesla.com/ownersmanual/model3/en_us/GUID-E5FF5E84-6AAC-43E6-B7ED-EC1E9AEB17B7.html#:~:text=Visibility%20is%20critical%20for%20Full,sun%2C%20fog%2C%20etc.)
https://teslamotorsclub.com/tmc/threads/ap-fsd-related-crashes.264798/page-8#post-8259936
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-6775353/Teslas-Autopilot-does-NOT-make-driving-safer-increase-risk-crashes.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-6775353/Teslas-Autopilot-does-NOT-make-driving-safer-increase-risk-crashes.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-6775353/Teslas-Autopilot-does-NOT-make-driving-safer-increase-risk-crashes.html


 

Craig Doty II reported that he had owned his Tesla vehicle for less than a year but the full self-driving 
feature had already caused almost two crashes. Pictured: The Tesla approaching the train but does not 
slow down or stop



 

Tesla is facing numerous lawsuits from owners who claimed the FSD or Autopilot feature caused them 
to crash. Pictured: Craig Doty II's car swerving off the road to avoid the train

When asked why he had continued to use the FSD system after the first near collision, Doty said he 
trusted it would perform correctly because he hadn't had any other issues for a while.

'After using the FSD system for a while, you tend to trust it to perform correctly, much like you would 
with adaptive cruise control,' he said. 

'You assume the vehicle will slow down when approaching a slower car in front until it doesn't, and 
you're suddenly forced to take control. 

'This complacency can build up over time due to the system usually performing as expected, making 
incidents like this particularly concerning.'

Tesla's manual does warn drivers against solely relying on the FSD feature saying they need to keep 
their hands on the steering wheel at all times, 'be mindful of road conditions and surrounding traffic, 
pay attention to pedestrians and cyclists, and always be prepared to take immediate action.'

Tesla's Autopilot system has been accused of causing a fiery crash that killed a Colorado man as he was 
driving home from the golf course, according to a lawsuit filed May 3.

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-13078375/Tesla-self-driving-killed-hans-von-ohain-colorado-drunk.html
https://www.tesla.com/ownersmanual/modely/en_us/GUID-2CB60804-9CEA-4F4B-8B04-09B991368DC5.html


Hans Von Ohain's family claimed he was using the 2021 Tesla Model 3's Autopilot system on May 16, 
2022, when it sharply veered to the right off the road, but Erik Rossiter, who was a passenger said the 
driver was heavily intoxicated at the time of the crash.

Ohain tried to regain control of the vehicle but couldn't and died when the car collided with a tree and 
burst into flames.

An autopsy report later revealed he had three times the legal alcohol limit in his system when he died.

Read More

Tesla driver who killed two people while using autopilot in Los Angeles avoids jail sentence and is 
instead fined $23,000 - after company announced recall of more than two million cars 

A Florida man was also killed in 2019 when the Tesla Model 3's Autopilot didn't brake as a semi-truck 
turned onto the road, causing the car to slide under the trailer - the man was killed instantly.

In October of last year, Tesla won its first lawsuit over allegations that the Autopilot feature led to the 
death of a Los Angeles man when the Model 3 veered off the highway and into a palm tree before 
bursting into flames.

The NHTSA investigated the crashes associated with the Autopilot feature and said a 'weak driver 
engagement system' contributed to the car wrecks. 

The Autopilot feature 'led to foreseeable misuse and avoidable crashes,' the NHTSA report said, adding 
that the system did not 'sufficiently ensure driver attention and appropriate use.'

Tesla issued an over-the-air software update in December for two million vehicles in the US that was 
supposed to improve the vehicle's Autopilot of FSD systems, but the NHTSA has now suggested the 
update likely wasn't enough in light of more crashes. 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12859229/Tesla-recalls-vehicles-fix-drivers-Autopilot.html
https://static.nhtsa.gov/odi/inv/2022/INCLA-EA22002-14498.pdf
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10920169/Nearly-400-car-crashes-ten-months-caused-driver-assistance-technology.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5729155/Tesla-hit-stopped-fire-engine-60mph-Autopilot.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5729155/Tesla-hit-stopped-fire-engine-60mph-Autopilot.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12874601/Tesla-driver-killed-autopilot-Los-Angeles-avoids-jail.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12874601/Tesla-driver-killed-autopilot-Los-Angeles-avoids-jail.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12874601/Tesla-driver-killed-autopilot-Los-Angeles-avoids-jail.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5565313/Tesla-says-vehicle-deadly-crash-Autopilot.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5565313/Tesla-says-vehicle-deadly-crash-Autopilot.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12874601/Tesla-driver-killed-autopilot-Los-Angeles-avoids-jail.html


Elon Musk has not commented on the NHTSA's report, but previously touted the effectiveness of 
Tesla's self-driving systems, claiming in a 2021 post on X that people who used the Autopilot feature 
were 10 times less likely to be in an accident than the average vehicle.

'People are dying due to misplaced confidence in Tesla Autopilot capabilities. Even simple steps could 
improve safety,' Philip Koopman, an automotive safety researcher and computer engineering professor 
at Carnegie Mellon University told CNBC. 

'Tesla could automatically restrict Autopilot use to intended roads based on map data already in the 
vehicle,' he continued.

'Tesla could improve monitoring so drivers can't routinely become absorbed in their cellphones while 
Autopilot is in use.'

Elon Musk’s Tesla pay package assailed by 
shareholder group 
By 
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Pay package is excessive, and board’s failure to rein in Musk is 
detrimental to Tesla, group says 

https://www.marketwatch.com/story/elon-musks-tesla-pay-package-assailed-by-shareholder-group-139f2a0f#comments
https://www.marketwatch.com/topics/journalists/claudia-assis
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7653937/Thousands-Tesla-owners-reveal-close-calls-driving-Autopilot.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7653937/Thousands-Tesla-owners-reveal-close-calls-driving-Autopilot.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2024/04/26/tesla-autopilot-linked-to-hundreds-of-collisions-has-critical-safety-gap-nhtsa.html#:~:text=in%20serious%20injuries.-,The%20findings%20come%20from%20a%20National%20Highway%20Traffic%20Safety%20Administration,year%20investigation%20were%20published%20Friday.
https://twitter.com/elonmusk/status/1383548841438236674


 

Elon Musk speaks at the Milken Institute’s Global Conference on May 6.
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New York City’s investment chief and other key investors are urging Tesla Inc. shareholders to vote 
against Chief Executive Elon Musk’s $56 billion pay package and the reelection of board directors 
Kimbal Musk and James Murdoch.

Musk’s pay, voided in a Delaware court in January, does not serve Tesla TSLA, shareholders, the group 
said in an open letter Monday. 

“Shareholders should not pretend that this award has any kind of incentivizing effect — it does not,” 
the letter said. “What it does have is an excessiveness problem, which has been glaringly apparent from 
the start.”

Tesla shareholders will vote on the CEO package as well as the company’s re-incorporation in Texas 
and the two board members’ reelection. 

https://www.marketwatch.com/story/can-elon-musk-do-whatever-he-wants-why-moving-tesla-out-of-delaware-may-spook-investors-d07e20a8?mod=search_headline&mod=article_inline
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1318605/000121465924009597/o520243px14a6g.htm
https://www.marketwatch.com/investing/stock/TSLA?mod=MW_story_quote
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/elon-musks-56-billion-tesla-pay-package-in-limbo-after-court-voids-it-85589832?mod=search_headline&mod=article_inline
https://www.marketwatch.com/investing/index/SPX?mod=refsymb_mw
https://www.marketwatch.com/investing/stock/TSLA?mod=refsymb_mw


The meeting is scheduled for June 13, with the company taking the unusual step of launching a website 
to urge shareholders to vote for its proposals. On Monday, Tesla also released a video urging passage of 
its proposals.

Signees of Monday’s letter include Amalgamated Bank, Danish pension fund AkademikerPension, 
Nordea Asset Management, and United Church Funds, an investment firm mostly serving United 
Church of Christ churches and ministries, as well as New York City Comptroller Brad Lander.

The letter also slammed Tesla’s board, saying that its “failure to curtail” Musk jeopardizes the Tesla 
brand. 

“Over the past few years, Elon Musk has dominated the headlines with his public fights with 
regulators, acquisition of Twitter, controversial statements on X, and his legal and personal troubles,” 
the letter said. 

There are “indications that the steady stream of negative Musk-related press coverage has led to a 
decline in the company’s reputation among consumers, which in turn is having a negative effect on 
Tesla’s bottom line.”

Tesla “is suffering from a material governance failure which requires our urgent attention and action,” 
and it is “critical” to reject Kimbal Musk, who is Elon Musk’s brother, and James Murdoch reelections, 
it said.

Tesla shares have rallied 23% over the past month, but are still down about 30% year to date, compared 
to the S&P 500’s SPX 11% gain this year.

https://www.marketwatch.com/investing/index/SPX?mod=MW_story_quote
https://twitter.com/elonmusk/status/1792572030526886279
https://www.votetesla.com/
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A Tesla owner is blaming his vehicle's Full Self-Driving feature for veering toward an oncoming train before he could intervene.

Craig Doty II, from Ohio, was driving down a road at night earlier this month when dashcam footage showed his Tesla quickly approaching a passing train with no sign of slowing down.

He claimed his vehicle was in Full Self-Driving (FSD) mode at the time and didn't slow down despite the train crossing the road - but did not specify the make or model of the car.

In the video, the driver appears to have been forced to intervene by veering right through the railway crossing sign and coming to a stop mere feet from the moving train.

Tesla has faced numerous lawsuits from owners who claimed the FSD or Autopilot feature caused them to crash because it didn't stop for another vehicle or swerved into an object, in some cases claiming the lives of drivers involved.

The Tesla driver claimed his vehicle was in Full Self-Driving (FSD) mode but didn't slow down as it approached a train crossing the road. In the video, the driver was allegedly forced to swerve off the road to avoid colliding with the train Pictured: The Tesla vehicle after the near-collision 

The Tesla driver claimed his vehicle was in Full Self-Driving (FSD) mode but didn't slow down as it approached a train crossing the road. In the video, the driver was allegedly forced to swerve off the road to avoid colliding with the train Pictured: The Tesla vehicle after the near-collision
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As of April 2024, Tesla models Y, X, S and 3 Autopilot systems were involved in a total of 17 fatalities and 736 crashes since 2019, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). 

Doty reported the issue on the Tesla Motors Club website, saying he has owned the car for less than a year but 'within the last six months, it has twice attempted to drive directly into a passing train while in FSD mode.'

He had reportedly tried to report the incident and find similar cases to his, but hasn't found a lawyer that would accept his case because he didn't suffer significant injuries - only backaches and a bruise, Doty said.

DailyMail.com has reached out to Tesla and Doty for comment.

Tesla cautions drivers against using the FSD system in low light or poor weather conditions like rain, snow, direct sunlight and fog which can 'significantly degrade performance.'

This is because the conditions interfere with the Tesla's sensor operation which includes ultrasonic sensors that use high-frequency sound waves to bounce off nearby objects.

It also uses radar systems that produce low light frequencies to determine if there is a car nearby and 360-degree cameras.

These systems collectively gather data about the surrounding area including the road conditions, traffics and nearby objects, but in low visibility, the systems aren't able to accurately detect the conditions around them.

Craig Doty II reported that he had owned his Tesla vehicle for less than a year but the full self-driving feature had already caused almost two crashes. Pictured: The Tesla approaching the train but does not slow down or stop 

Craig Doty II reported that he had owned his Tesla vehicle for less than a year but the full self-driving feature had already caused almost two crashes. Pictured: The Tesla approaching the train but does not slow down or stop

Tesla is facing numerous lawsuits from owners who claimed the FSD or Autopilot feature caused them to crash. Pictured: Craig Doty II's car swerving off the road to avoid the train 

Tesla is facing numerous lawsuits from owners who claimed the FSD or Autopilot feature caused them to crash. Pictured: Craig Doty II's car swerving off the road to avoid the train

When asked why he had continued to use the FSD system after the first near collision, Doty said he trusted it would perform correctly because he hadn't had any other issues for a while.

'After using the FSD system for a while, you tend to trust it to perform correctly, much like you would with adaptive cruise control,' he said. 

'You assume the vehicle will slow down when approaching a slower car in front until it doesn't, and you're suddenly forced to take control. 

'This complacency can build up over time due to the system usually performing as expected, making incidents like this particularly concerning.'

Tesla's manual does warn drivers against solely relying on the FSD feature saying they need to keep their hands on the steering wheel at all times, 'be mindful of road conditions and surrounding traffic, pay attention to pedestrians and cyclists, and always be prepared to take immediate action.'

Tesla's Autopilot system has been accused of causing a fiery crash that killed a Colorado man as he was driving home from the golf course, according to a lawsuit filed May 3.

Hans Von Ohain's family claimed he was using the 2021 Tesla Model 3's Autopilot system on May 16, 2022, when it sharply veered to the right off the road, but Erik Rossiter, who was a passenger said the driver was heavily intoxicated at the time of the crash.

Ohain tried to regain control of the vehicle but couldn't and died when the car collided with a tree and burst into flames.

An autopsy report later revealed he had three times the legal alcohol limit in his system when he died.

Read MoreTesla driver who killed two people while using autopilot in Los Angeles avoids jail sentence and is instead fined $23,000 - after company announced recall of more than two million cars article image

A Florida man was also killed in 2019 when the Tesla Model 3's Autopilot didn't brake as a semi-truck turned onto the road, causing the car to slide under the trailer - the man was killed instantly.

In October of last year, Tesla won its first lawsuit over allegations that the Autopilot feature led to the death of a Los Angeles man when the Model 3 veered off the highway and into a palm tree before bursting into flames.

The NHTSA investigated the crashes associated with the Autopilot feature and said a 'weak driver engagement system' contributed to the car wrecks. 

The Autopilot feature 'led to foreseeable misuse and avoidable crashes,' the NHTSA report said, adding that the system did not 'sufficiently ensure driver attention and appropriate use.'

Tesla issued an over-the-air software update in December for two million vehicles in the US that was supposed to improve the vehicle's Autopilot of FSD systems, but the NHTSA has now suggested the update likely wasn't enough in light of more crashes. 

Elon Musk has not commented on the NHTSA's report, but previously touted the effectiveness of Tesla's self-driving systems, claiming in a 2021 post on X that people who used the Autopilot feature were 10 times less likely to be in an accident than the average vehicle.

'People are dying due to misplaced confidence in Tesla Autopilot capabilities. Even simple steps could improve safety,' Philip Koopman, an automotive safety researcher and computer engineering professor at Carnegie Mellon University told CNBC. 

'Tesla could automatically restrict Autopilot use to intended roads based on map data already in the vehicle,' he continued.

'Tesla could improve monitoring so drivers can't routinely become absorbed in their cellphones while Autopilot is in use.'
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New York City’s investment chief and other key investors are urging Tesla Inc. shareholders to vote against Chief Executive Elon Musk’s $56 billion pay package and the reelection of board directors Kimbal Musk and James Murdoch.

Musk’s pay, voided in a Delaware court in January, does not serve Tesla TSLA, shareholders, the group said in an open letter Monday. 

“Shareholders should not pretend that this award has any kind of incentivizing effect — it does not,” the letter said. “What it does have is an excessiveness problem, which has been glaringly apparent from the start.”

Tesla shareholders will vote on the CEO package as well as the company’s re-incorporation in Texas and the two board members’ reelection. 

The meeting is scheduled for June 13, with the company taking the unusual step of launching a website to urge shareholders to vote for its proposals. On Monday, Tesla also released a video urging passage of its proposals.

Signees of Monday’s letter include Amalgamated Bank, Danish pension fund AkademikerPension, Nordea Asset Management, and United Church Funds, an investment firm mostly serving United Church of Christ churches and ministries, as well as New York City Comptroller Brad Lander.

The letter also slammed Tesla’s board, saying that its “failure to curtail” Musk jeopardizes the Tesla brand. 

“Over the past few years, Elon Musk has dominated the headlines with his public fights with regulators, acquisition of Twitter, controversial statements on X, and his legal and personal troubles,” the letter said. 

There are “indications that the steady stream of negative Musk-related press coverage has led to a decline in the company’s reputation among consumers, which in turn is having a negative effect on Tesla’s bottom line.”

Tesla “is suffering from a material governance failure which requires our urgent attention and action,” and it is “critical” to reject Kimbal Musk, who is Elon Musk’s brother, and James Murdoch reelections, it said.

Tesla shares have rallied 23% over the past month, but are still down about 30% year to date, compared to the S&P 500’s SPX 11% gain this year.



